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2 December 2020 

Thomas & Thomas Partners E-News 

TIER WE GO AGAIN… 

The new Regulations come into force on Wednesday 2 December 2020. The Government’s Guidance for each 
tier can be found here: Tier One (Medium Alert), Tier Two (High Alert) and Tier Three (Very High Alert). 

 Tier One  Tier Two  Tier Three 

Bars, Pubs and Restaurants – on sales 

 Rule of 6 indoors (unless an 
exception applies). 

Table service only. 

Last orders at 22:00. 

Premises to close with all 
customers vacated by 
23:00. 

No indoor mixing of 
households/bubbles 
(unless an exception 
applies). 

Pubs and bars must close 
unless operating as a 
restaurant to seated 
customers only. 

Alcohol can only be sold as 
part of a table meal. 

Last orders at 22:00. 

Premises to close with all 
customers vacated by 
23:00. 

All hospitality closed with 
the exception of sales via 
take away, delivery or 
drive-through (see below). 

Take-aways and off sales 

 Permitted between 05:00 
and 23:00. During these 
hours, customers can enter 
the premises to collect. 

Service must cease 
between 23:00 and 05:00 
unless orders are made 
online/by telephone/by 
post and fulfilled via 
delivery, click and collect 
orders or a drive-thru 
facility (and so long as the 
customer does not (i) enter 
the premises or (ii) get out 
of their vehicle). 

Permitted between 05:00 
and 23:00. During these 
hours, customers can enter 
the premises to collect.  

Service must cease 
between 23:00 and 05:00 
unless orders are made 
online/by telephone/by 
post and fulfilled via 
delivery, click and collect 
orders or a drive-thru 
facility (and so long as the 
customer does not (i) enter 
the premises or (ii) get out 
of their vehicle). 

Permitted between 05:00 
and 23:00. During these 
hours, customers can enter 
the premises to collect. 

 Service must cease 
between 23:00 and 05:00 
unless orders are made 
online/by telephone/by 
post and fulfilled via 
delivery, click and collect 
orders or a drive-thru 
facility (and so long as the 
customer does not (i) enter 
the premises or (ii) get out 
of their vehicle). 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1374/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-1-medium-alert?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-2-high-alert
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
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Substantial Meal 

The non-defined term “substantial meal” is the source of debate.  The term “substantial” has been removed 
from the new Regulations and replaced by a requirement for “table meal and the meal is such as might be 
expected to be served as breakfast, the main midday or main evening meal, or as a main course at such a meal.” 

A table meal is also further defined: “a “table meal” is a meal eaten by a person seated at a table, or at a counter 
or other structure which serves the purposes of a table and is not used for the service of refreshments for 
consumption by persons not seated at a table or structure serving the purposes of a table.” 

This reflects the Government’s description of “substantial meal” in it’s Winter Plan, which provides the same 
meal examples. Despite this, the once little-known case of Timmis v Millman (1965) 109 SJ 31 with the infamous 
“substantial sandwich accompanied by pickles and beetroot” 

Business Lunch? 

The new Regulation places various restrictions on gatherings of mixed households. The restrictions are subject 
to various exceptions, which include educational purposes, support groups (up to 15 persons), weddings (up to 
15 persons), funerals (up to 30 persons), commemorative events to celebrate a person’s life (up to 15 persons) 
and certain sporting activities and outdoor gatherings where all required precautions have been taken. 

The exceptions also include gatherings which are “reasonably necessary for work purposes”. There is no limit on 
the number of persons that may attend a gathering for work purposes, which could take place indoors or 
outdoors. There is still no detailed Government guidance dealing with work gatherings, or what is meant by 
‘reasonably necessary for work purposes’.  However, the new Regulation does retain the possibility of 
hospitality venues hosting working lunches, where potentially large groups of mixed households could meet. 

The Guidance (see below) states: “Although there are exemptions for work purposes, you must not have a work 
Christmas lunch or party, where that is a primarily social activity and is not otherwise permitted by the rules in 
your tier.” 

Government Guidance 

With a reminder that this is guidance, and not law, the updated Guidance for Restaurants, Pubs, Bars and Take-
away services can be found here. 

 

If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other matter, please contact one of:  

E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com   

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937529/COVID-19_Winter_Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/restaurants-offering-takeaway-or-delivery
mailto:athomas@tandtp.com
mailto:tomaoileoin@tandtp.com
mailto:jspiegler@tandtp.com

